7 Rampling MW, Whittingstall P, Linderkamp 0. The effects of fibrinogen and its plasmin degradation products on the rheology of erythrocyte suspensions. Clin Haemorheol 1984; 4:533-43 (Accepted 25 October 1985) Society news News from the President (No. 4) I am delighted to be able to report in this, my final newsletter before I hand over the presidency of the Royal Society of Medicine to Sir Gordon Robson, two important and exciting news items which will be of great interest to members of the Society. First and foremost I can report that Her Majesty The Queen and His Royal Highness The Duke of Edinburgh have graciously consented to honour us with their presence on the afternoon of Wednesday 2 July, when The Queen will formally open the entire refurbished RSM premises and so complete a venture which has been 30 years in the making in practical terms but which has been nurtured by members of the Society over a much longer period. It will herald the closing of a chapter in the Society's history and the opening of a new one which we all hope will bring the RSM even greater renown than it enjoys at present and will extend its activities both nationally and internationally.
By the time the opening ceremony is performed the staff of the Society will have been occupying their refurbished office accommodation for some two or three months and the Barnes Hall and West Hall will be in full use for meetings, conferences and other events. The library, too, will once more be fully operational and available to the membership, and the complete range of its services will again be operating in more congenial surroundings. It was in May 1962 that Her Majesty last attended an occasion at 1 Wimpole Street, when a soiree was held to commemorate the fiftieth anniversary of the opening of the Society's house by Their Majesties King George V and Queen Mary on 21 May 1912. In the foreword to the brochure produced on the occasion of that visit the then President, the Rt Hon Lord Adrian OM MD FRS, wrote: 'Fifty years ago, the Royal Society of Medicine moved to its spacious new building at 1 Wimpole Street and was honoured by Their Majesties King George V and Queen Mary who came to perform the opening ceremony. In its new home the Society could be satisfied that there would be space for its great library and for the meetings of the Sections in every branch of medicine. Fifty years later the building has been enlarged, the library is overflowing and the advance of medical science has given new impetus to our activities which we must not neglect but we can be proud of the work which the Society has carried out here for half a century and in the knowledge that its home is once more to be honoured by Royalty. We are most grateful to Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II for consenting to grace our celebration this evening.' Twenty-three years later those words seem ever more pertinent as the Society once more enlarges its headquarters and embarks on new activities to complement the traditional functions of its Sections. May I therefore draw your attention to the Society Notices in this issue in which the various categories of membership are set out, and urge you to do all you can to promote our Society amongst your colleagues and to encourage those who are not already members to apply for membership. Turning now to matters financial, it is my great pleasure to report, at long last, the sale of Chandos House. A price of £1.85 million has been procured, 10% of which has already been paid on deposit with the balance due for payment in May 1986. This is a satisfactory outcome which will contribute substantially to the overall funding of the Society's redevelopment programme. Together with the funds raised through the sterling work of the Appeal Committee, the proceeds of the sale will cover the remaining costs of the refurbishment of the old building and will also cover the Society's deficits accumulated over the redevelopment period, to which I have referred in earlier newsletters. For those members of the Society who remember happy and interesting events held within Chandos House, this news may be tinged with a measure of regret at the loss of so beautiful a building; we look forward, however, to many memorable occasions in our splendid new and refurbished headquarters at 1 Wimpole Street.
Last, but by no means least, the Council held its usual dinner on 21 January. It was followed by a fascinating talk by Sir Zelman Cowen entitled 'Reflections of a Former Governor General', which all present found tremendously absorbing and memorable. We look forward to the next Council dinner on 15 April and the presentation of the Society's Gold Medal to Sir Cyril Clarke. I am sure this will be another notable event in a year which has had more than its fair share of enjoyable social and academic occasions.
Finally, may I say as my period of Presidency draws to a close what a privilege it has been to have been given responsibility for guiding the Society's affairs. My two years of office have been invariably exciting, certainly never dull, with many notable highlights to 'gild the hall of memory'. To all of the Fellows, Honorary Officers, Council and Committee Members and to the staff of the Society who have supported me so nobly, may I offer my very sincere thanks. To have been your President has been a truly unforgettable and inspiring, if at times humbling, experience. I am deeply grateful. 
